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The  Autobiography  of 
CHRISTIAAN  MARINUS  DEN  HERDER 


A  Memorial 
to  his 
Descend  ants . 


We  are  happy,  as  a  great-grandson,  to  have  the  privilege  of  trans¬ 
lating  this  biography  from  the  original  Dutch  language  into  English. 

We  did  not  have  the  original  copy  in  Mr.  DenEerder's  handwriting,  but 
used  a  copy  made  by  Rev.  Matthew  Koleyn,  as  is  evident  from  the  follow¬ 
ing  text. 

Wq  do  not  know  the  exact  date  of  its  writing,  but  it  may  be  assum¬ 
ed  that  it  was  written  in  the  year  1877,  to  which  he  refers,  but  he 
may  have  completed  it  at  any  time  during  the  six  years  he  lived  after 
he  had  become  81  years  of  age. 

Mr.  Den  Herder  was  one  of  the  original  pioneer  founders  of 
Zeeland,  suffering  'all  the  common  privations  of  the  settlers  in  a 
strange  country  with  strange  customs  and  principles  end  strange  meth¬ 
ods  and  manners,  and  strange  ways  of  earning  a  livelihood.  He  came 
here  with  his  family  when  the  present  site  of  Zeeland  was  still  a 
dense  virgin  forest,  from  which  he  eked  out  an  existence,  his  first 
shelter  being  a  brush  shanty  covered  with  hemlock  boughs,  occupying 
that  u^ntil  a  log  house  was  built  the  summer  of  their  arrival  here. 

Besides  translating  the  biography,  we  have  gathered  the  facts  for 
the  family  register,  which  we  are  presenting  herewith.  we  would  have 
had  some  information  of  the  family  antecents,  but  these  are  not  avail¬ 
able  . 

We  have  also  included  references  embracing  auotations,  all  of 
which  is  closed  within  parenthesis  marks:  None  of  these  appeared  in  the 
original  copy. 


Sincerely  yours, 

(Signed)  Adrian  Van  Koevering 


Oj 


Zeeland,  Michigan,  Feb.  14,  1948 
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AUTOBIOGRAPHY  OF  CHRISTIAAN  DEN  HERDER 


There  seem  to  be  two  introductions,  running  from  page  1  to  page  5; 

I  have  copied  both  and  indicated  where  the  second  begins.  It  is  pro¬ 
bable  that  the  first  of  these  was  written  last.  There  are  also  two 
transcriptions  of  these  same  pages:  one  by  uncle  John  Den  Herder  and 
the  other  by  my  father  Jacob  Den  Herder.  Both  made  a  beginning, 
evidently,  of  copying  the  entire  paper,  but  neither  got  very  far. 

Matthew  Kolyn. 

Since  the  previous  remembrance  was  concluded,  which  was  addressed 
to  them  as  children,  children  by  marriage,  and  grandchildren,  so  we 
cannot  neglect  to  leave  something  in  -their  memory;  especially  concern¬ 
ing  father,  and  mother  who  died  long  since  having  departed  from  our 
view  but  not  from  our  hearts,  because  there  is  concerned  in  this  memor¬ 
ial  something  that  does  not  permit  us  to  forget  her:  they  are  the  mer¬ 
cies  which  the  Lord  has  extended  them,  and  which  He  still  grants  those 
who  walk  therein;  which  consist  of  these,  that  the  Lord  had  called  her 
out  of  darkness,  as  he  called  Abraham  out  of  Ur  of  the  Cnaldees,  in 
which  they  had  both  lived  for  nearly  forty  years.  How  the  Lord  came  to 
call  them  in  the  night,  making  them  willing  to  come  out;  although  she 
was  willing,  still  there  arose  before  her  a  full  measure  of  obstacles, 
but  "when  the  Lord  works,  who  shall  hinder"  (Isa.  43:13)?  Then  he 
proves  whose  words  will  prosper.  This  also  appeared,  because  we  might 
witness  with  Solomon:  ''Before  I  knew  it  they  put  my  soul  on  the  wagons 
of  his  willing  people,"  (S.  of  Sol.  Or  ever  I  was  aware  my  soul  made 
me  like  the  chariots  of  Amminadib)  (6:12),  because  He  says  "My  people 
shall  be  willing  in  the  day  of  My  exaltation.."  (Thy  people  shall  be 
willing  in  the  day  of  thy  power.  ?s  110:3).  And  experience  teaches 
this,  because  they  might  otherwise  have  promised  the  Lord  something  they 
would  not  accomplish,  for  they  intended  to  go  forward  from  virtue  to 
virtue;  but  the  contrary  was  frequently  the  case,  so  that  many  times 
they  failed  to  find  a  way  out  of  their  difficulty;  but  in  these  times 
of  crisis  the  Lord  would  repeatedly  speak  of  peace  within  their  souls, 
by  granting  comfort  and  extending  promises,  because  one  may  then  again 
be  cheerful  through  experiences  such  as  your  beloved  mother  might  ex¬ 
perience  during  the  reading  of  a  sermon  on  Isa.  40:1,  2,  these  words: 
"Comfort  ye,  comfort  ye  my  people,  saith  your  God.  Speak  ye  comfortably 
to  Jerusalem,  and  cry  unto  her,  that  her  warfare  is  accomplished,  that 
her  iniauity  is  pardoned;  for  she  had  received  of  the  Lord's  hand  double 
for  all  her  sins."  Is  it  possible  to  wish  for  greater  comfort?  But 
that  comfort  was  so  great  that  it  was  not  possible  for  her  to  bear  it, 
because  it  was  as  the  waters  were  to  Ezekiel  that  came  from  under  the 
doorstep,  which  first  rose  to  the  ankles,  then  up  to  the  knees,  then  to 
the  hips,  then  it  rose  so  high  that  it  was  necessary  to  swim,  when  she 
could  not  remain  standing  because  of  the  comfort  experienced  in  her  soul 

Thus  has  the  Lord  been  her  guide,  sometimes  more  comfort,  sometimes 
less;  but  above  all  she  might  experience  she  remained  constantly  concern¬ 
ed  about  others,  and  especially  her  children,  children  by  marriage,  and 
grandchildren,  because  she  had  a  real  mother's  heart,  which  occasional¬ 
ly  was  liberal  enough,  but  which  was  greatly  concerned  about  eternal 
things.  She  did  not  only  have  a  great  heart  for  children  but  for  many 
others;  because  the  apostle  say  "Keep  peace  with  all  men,  but  especial¬ 
ly  with  the  household  of  faith"  (Live  peaceable  with  all  men.  Romans 

12:18);  and  that  was  her  life;  those  who  knew  her  knew  it  to  be  true; 
not  that  I  mean  to  say  that  she  was  without  sin,  far  from  it;  that  was 

her  constant  complaint,  so  that  she  was  fearful,  and  sometimes  said: 

"Lord,  if  it  is  not  sincere,  then  destroy  it."  Thus  she  has  lived 
through  all  her  days. 

(At  this  point  is  introduced  the  other  introduction.) 

It  so  happened  that  I  got  in  hand  a  memorial,  and  from  it  realizec  how 
agreeable  it  is  for  children  to  receive  from  their  parents  or  kin.  men 
as  a  remembrance.  But  that  did  not  satisfy  me,  but  I  had  to  be  cc ntent 
for  a  time,  until  during  the  first  part  of  March  1877,  early  in  the 
morning,  when  I  awoke  before  two  o'clock,  not  feeling  well  so  that  I  at 
once  became  concerned  whether  I  was  reaching  the  time  of  my  departure 
and  I  should  have  to  go  without  leaving  any  memorial  for  my  children; 

for  it  was  my  desire  to  leave  them  a  remembrance  of  the  ay  the  Lord  had 

led  us  until  this  very  moment:  this  was  my  great  desire.  Because 
wealth  and  jewelry  I  have  none,  I  must  say  as  Feter  said  to  the  crippled 

man  who  sat  at  the  door  of  the  Temple,  begging:  "Silver  and  gold  have  I 

none. "  (Acts  3:6) . 

At  the  start  I  want  to  tell  you  of  our  parentage,  which  also  was 
of  the  poorer  class,  because  my  parents  have  both  been  required  to  work 
hard  all  their  lives,  as  long  as  they  could,  to  secure  the  necessities 
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of  life;  they  both  died  at  the  age  of  78  years  at  Borsele  in  Zeeland; 
and  I  have  always  been  at  home  there  to  work  with  father  growing  grain 
in  the  summer  and  threshing  it  in  the  winter;  and  so  I  have  always  lived 
with  my  father  and  mother  until  I  was  married  in  1836.  (Probably 
Oct.  22,  1818). 

My  wife  was  also  of  the  poorer  class  the  same  as  I.  But  the 
latter  time  before  my  marriage  was  not  the  worst  I  have  experienced. 

No,  but  instead,  the  time  of  the  war  which  was  so  fearful  and  which  so 
threatened  our  lives,  namely,  in  the  time  of  Napoleon  the  First,  mon¬ 
arch  of  France,  who  had  control  of  nearly  all  of  the  Netherlands.  How 
hard  it  was  for  many  mothers  who  were  reouired  to  offer  their  children 
for  the  strife;  there  my  brother,  who  was  born  in  1739  (Probably  1789), 
had  to  go  is  never  to  be  forgotten,  of  whom  many  have  never  been  heard 
of  again.  But  that  was  not  the  whole  story,  because  he  had  here  and 
there  left  some  soldiers  to  guard  the  forts  and  strongholds,  at  the 
time  he  started  his  Russian  campaign;  and  of  these  guards  two  thousand 
were  quartered  among  the  homes  of  our  congregation  during  the  winter, 
after  which  they  retired  to  the  city  Vlissin  gen,  leaving  the  batteries 
in  charge  of  the  coast  guards,  consisting  generally  of  citizens  of  the 
island  of  Goes.  But  that  did  not  last  long,  because  as  soon  as  the 
French  soldiers  had  departed  the  others  all  returned  to  their  own  homes; 
it  did  not  work,  because  there  was  no  responsible  head,  and  no  group 
without  a  head  is  able  to  resist  attack.  But  that  was  unforunate  for 

the  village  of  Borsele,  because  when  they  no  longer  lodged  there . . 

then  they  came  early  in  the  morning  at  twilight  from  Vlissengen  by. 
ship  to  surprise  the  villagers,  since  many  were  still  abed;  this  happen¬ 
ed  twice.  I  cannot  tell  very  intimately  of  what  happened  at  the  first 
instance,  because  I  had  left  the  village  early  that  morning  together 
with  four  other  wagons  that  were  required  to  transport  a  quantity  of 
material,  consisting  of  ammunition  from  the  magazine,  to  the  city  of 
Goes,  which  was  a  distance  of  three  and  one-half  hours,  so  it  was  even¬ 
ing  of  that  day  when  we  returned  home  from  the  trip;  then  I  heard  and 
saw  what  had  happened;  but  it  was  not  overly  serious  because  they  had 
not  molested  local  citizens  in  any  way,  except  that  they  ate  and  drank 
.  what  they  pleased,  and  had  ta1ren  different  smaller  things  that  pleased 
them,  and  carried  them  away;  but  they  had  arrested  four  of  the  leading 
citizens  and  taken  them  to  Vlissingen,  namely.  Mayor  Isaak  Paaraekooper , 
Doctor  P.  Ganzel,  a  farmer  named  Bok  and  his  employee  Mattheus  van  de 
Vrede;  these  four  they  held  for  some  time  until  they  were  fortunate 
to  buy  their  freedom,  because  fortunately,  Ganzel  had  taken  some  money 
with  him;  thus  they  were  released  and  were  able  to  return  home;  so  that 
matter  was  closed. 

But  peace  was  not  very  enduring,  because  three  days  later  they 
returned,  and  the  consequences  were  much  worse,  because  they  came  in 
much  greater  numbers,  which  they  found  stood  them  in  good  stead,  be¬ 
cause  meanwhile  English  militia  had  come  which  resulted  in  a  frightful 
situation,  because  the  French  had  approached  the  village  from  three 
sides,  when  they  began  firing.  It  was  still  quite  dark  In  the  morning, 
about  six  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  January  3,  1813,  while  many  were 
still  abed;  although  quickly  awakening,  many  fled  without  breakfast  by 
any  way  they  might  find.  Fortunately,  there  was  one  opening  which  the 
French  had  been  unable  to  reach  because  of  the  fieldpiece  in  possession 
of  the  English  to  which  they  had  retired  in  order  to  protect  it  from 
seizure,  because  the  French  approached  from  three  sides  with  a  large 
detachment  outnumbering  the  English  three-t o-one ;  thus  everyone  fled 
the  best  he  could  and  many  never  returned,  such  as  maids  who  fled  to 
their  parents’  homes  as  well  as  men-servants,  some  fled  far  and  some 
near,  and  some  like  Manasseh,  under  hedges  and  in  ditches. 

But  I  had  not  been  able  to  flee,  because  my  sister,  who  was  two 
years  younger  than  I,  lay  sick  abed,  whom  I  could  not  desert,  placing 
us  in  a  very  difficult  situation,  and  my  aged  father  and  mother  also 
refused  to  flee.  It  was  finally  decided  that  I  should  locate  a  small 
boat  to  make  our  escape,  because  already  one  group  of  French  soldiers 
had  passed  our  house,  so  I  had  gone  barely  outside  when  a  bullet  whistl¬ 
ed  by  my  head  before  I  readhed  the  corner  of  the  house.  By  this  time, 

I  thought,  most  of  the  French  must  have  passed  so  I  quickly  reentered 
the  house,  and  wrapping  my  sister  in  the  quilts,  picked  her  from  ;he 
bed,  which  proved  to  be  a  big  load,  and  started  out;  there  was  no  other 
way.  I  had  gone  only  some  ten  paces,  or  maybe  twenty,  carrying  hsr 
from  the  house,  when  I  was  faced  by  a  detachment  of  Frencn  soldiers 
armed  with  guns  who  were  rapidly  approaching  and  for  that  moment 
death  stared  me  in  the  face,  because  I  stood  there  with  my  sister  In  my 
arms  when  they  came  up,  so  that  for  a  moment  I  expected  nothing  except 
death,  neither  could  I  have  been  more  afraid  than  I  was.  And  Schipper 
Steketee,  who  was  drowned  here  a  few  years  ago,  also  stood  there  with 
me  on  the  street,  of  whom  I  did  not  know  whether  he  had  been  killed 
until  the  same  evening  when  I  returned  home,  because  I  had  seen  a 
Frenchman  aim  his  gun  at  him;  thus  I  stood  In  the  center  among  a  group 
of  Grench  soldiers,  bearing  my  sister  in  my  arms,  when  suddenly  the  (£> 


■ 


• 

. 


■ 


■ 


■ 


■ 


' 


order-officer  gave  the  command  to  move  forward;  and  by  polite  speech, 
because  I  had  a  few  French  words  at  my  command,  telling  that  my  sister 
was  seriously  ill,  I  succeeded  in  avoiding  attack,  and  they  permitted 
me  to  go  after  bunting  me  with  the  guh-stock;  thus  the  Lord  guarded  us 
at  that  moment,  although  I  knew  not  that  the  Lord  did  it,  no  more  than 
Balaam  knew  that  the  angel  stood  before  his  ass  to  prevent  its  passing, 
but  the  Lord  has  said,  ''Afterwards  ye  shall  understand";  Because  at 
that  time  I  was  as  Samuel,  knowing  the  Lora  not,  but  afterward  I  have 
learned  to  understand  who  it  was  that  led  us  through. 

Then  T  went  more  alowly  carrying  my  sister  until  I  reached  the 
first  farmstead,  where  I  stopped,  not  far  from  the  village.  Having 
arrived  there  I  placed  my  sister  on  the  lid  of  the  rainwater  trough,  be¬ 
fore  I  entered  the  house  to  ask  permission  to  use  a  horse  and  sleigh 
with  which  to  take  my  sister  away;  but  when  I  entered  I  found  no  one, 
but  the  morning  light  (Lamp)  was  still  burning,  besides  some  food,  on 
the  table;  that  was  all.  I  went  from  room  to  room  but  found  no  one, 
because  they  had  all  fled.  Thus  no  horse  was  denied,  so  I  immediately 
went  to  the  horse  stable  to  use  one,  for  I  was  no  stranger  there,  know¬ 
ing  fairly  well  which  horse  I  desired,  because  there  were  six  horses  in 
the  stable.  I  entered  the  stable  and  found  the  one  I  had  in  view,  har¬ 
nessed  it,  and  got  away  quickly,  hitched  It  to  the  sleigh  and  was  going 
to  drive  it  to  the  rainwater  trough  to  pick  up  my  sister,  but  had  only 
fairly  started  before  the  horse  ran  away;  I  knew  not  that  only  the  very 
same  morning  this  same  horse  had  run  away  with  his  master,  having  be¬ 
come  frightened  from  all  the  shooting  of  the  fieldpiece.  It  was  fortun¬ 
ate  that  my  sister  was  not  on; the  sleigh,  and  fortunately,  too,  the 
horse  tore  loose  from  the  sleigh  when  it  struck  a  gate  post.  I  imme¬ 
diately  got  another  horse,  and  fortunately  got  to  my  mother's  sister's 
house  one  and  one-half  hour  distant;  where  my  sister  remained  a  few 
days  until  the  commotion  had  been  stilled. 

I  returned  the  same  day,  but  was  not  hagty  about  it,  because  I 
could  heal/  them  shooting  right  along.  Fortunately,  before  I  reached 
home,  the  French  had  vacated;  they  were  already  boarding  ship' for  their 
return  to  Vlissingen.  They  had  suffered  the  greatest  in  casualties, 
because  the  English  had  opportunity  to  attach  the  French,  being  shelter¬ 
ed  by  the  dykes  while  the  French  were  in  the  flats.  How  great  the 
number  of  dead  was  could  hot  be  know,  because  those  killed  while  em¬ 
barking  were  taken  away  with  the  ship,  and  were  probably  buried  at  sea 
before  arriving  at  Vlissingen;  this  I  do  know,  that  they  left  many  dead 
behind,  which  I  have  seen;  also  a  few  English.  The  English  could  cause 
greater  destruction  with  the  fieldpiece  remaining  beyond  the  reach  of 
the  French  guns. 

What  caused  me  the  greatest  worry  was  that  my  father  had  remained 
behind  when  we  escaped,  but  when  I  returned  home  he  had  returned  just 
previously,  he  had  suffered  no  Ill;  but  my  mother  had  followed  closely 
behind  me,  because  she  had  arrived  already  where  we  were  before  I  had 
the  second  horse  hitched,  and  so  we  left  there  together:  but  that  didn't 
go  without  trouble,  because  we  had  not  gone  a  great  way  before  we  came 
to  a  dead  horse  lying  in  the  road,  which  had  been  shot  by  Frenchmen, 
which  it  was  difficult  to  get  our  horse  by,  so  that  my  aged  mother  was 
compelled  to  lead  it  by  the  bridle  walking  in  water  and  mud.  That  same 
night  it  was  my  duty  to  serve  as  guard,  which  was  a  difficult  job  be¬ 
cause  the  French  had  burned  our  guard  house  that  day,  and  it  rained  the 
whole  night  through.  We  had  to  continue  the  citizens'  guard  during  the 
entire  winter,  because  there  were  not  sufficient  militia  to  keep  the 
posts  close  enough  together.  The  English  and  Russians  took  the  outer 
posts,  but  it  was  necessary  to  keep  all  posts  closely  arranged  until 
the  English  fleet  passed  Vlissingen,  at  which  time  the  French  there  came 
into  serious  difficulties,  because  there  were  four  lineships  each 
carrying  74  cannon,  which  attacked  Vlissingen  with  vim,  and  drew  the 
return  fire  from  three  French  batteries.  One  of  the  ships  had  the  mis¬ 
fortune  of  becoming  disabled  and  was  compelled  to  withdraw  out  of  reach 
of  batteries,  its  pilot  having  both  legs  shot  off.  Following  that  there 
was  less  trouble  from  the  French,  because  before  the  English  ships  came, 
the  French  usually  came  in  a  three-master  from  Vlissingen  to  trouble  us 
with  much  shooting  of  balls  and  howitzers  which  sometimes  fell  in  the 
village  and  sometimes  flew  over  it. 

It  happened  one  time  that  a  howitzer  landed  In  the  school,  b  it  for¬ 
tunately  there  were  no  children  inside  at  the  time;  so  they  came  fre¬ 
quently,  but  they  did  not  land  after  the  Russians  came  because  they 
seemed  to  be  a  fearless  people,  for  at  the  first  alarm  they  were  in  the 
lead  to  attach  the  enemy;  but  after  the  English  ships  had  passed  that 
way  the  three-master  no  longer  came.  Before  that,  It  kept  us  in  con¬ 
stant  danger.  It  happened  one  day  when  I  stood  at  orders  with  a  wagon 
that  it  was  my  turn  to  drive;  at  about  noon  I. had  to  take  a  covered 
wagon  to  fetch  a  sick  sailor  from  a  farmstead  near  the  sea,  where  he 
was  very  sick,  I  had  barely  started  before  the  shooting  started,  which 
I  had  to  face  to  get  that  sick  sailor,  so  that  I  was  within  easy  reach 
of  the  guns  which  dropped  their  shells  sometimes  on  one  side  and  (?' 
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sometimes  on  the  other  side  of  the  wagon  without  harm,  afterward  I  saw 
how  the  Lord,  also  this  time,  guarded  me  against  danger.  When  I  arriv¬ 
ed  at  the  village  with  my  sick  sailor,  I  wasn’t  done.  Without  stopping 
I  had  to  take  him  to  the  city  Goes  so  that  it  was  midnight  before  we 
arrived  there;  it  was  wintertime,  and  I  had  to  walk  the  horses  all  the 
wav  because  of  the  sick  man,  but  I  arrived  there  finally,  and  having 
delivered  the  patient,  I  stopped  to  rest  the  horses  and  get  a  bite  to 
eat,  after  which  I  started  on  my  way  back. 

But  that  did  not  go  without  trouble,  because  I  had  gone  only  a 
short  distance  from  Goes  when  I  encountered  a  group  of  people  who  were 
going  in  my  direction,  maybe  one  hundred  or  more  residents  of  Goes, 
most  of  them  armed  as  brigands  who  said  they  were  on  their  way  to 
Borsele.  The  first  to  come  near  asked  to  ride,  which  I  refused  him, 
because  they  were  so  many;  believing  they  intended  to  dispossess  me  of 
the  horses  and  wagon,  which  surely  would  have  been  the  result;  because 
they  had  no  officers.  They  evidently  did  not  dare  get  on  without  per¬ 
mission;  but  to  make  trouble,  they  walked  directly  in  front  of  the 
horses  brandishing  guns  until  we  reached  their  leader  when  they  desist¬ 
ed  and  I  got  away;  but  it  did  not  last  long  before  I  struck  a  clay  road 
when  I  was  compelled  to  walk  my  horses,  so  it  was  quite  late  when  I 
returned  home;  but  that  was  again  the  guarding  hand  of  God. 

There  is  one  thing  that  escaped  me,  which  I  wish  to  tell.  That  is 
the  bombardment  of  Vlissingen,  which  we  could  plainly  see  while  stand¬ 
ing  on  the  dykes.  At  each  shot  we  could  see  the  light  and  smoke  from 
the  cannon,  from  both  the  city  and  the  ships;  but  it  was  a  sorrowful 
sight,  be  cause  of  the  danger  to  life  on  both  sides,  for  those  in  the 
city  had  to  seek  underground  shelter  as  much  as  possible,  where  their 
protection  was  none  too  sure,  while  their  possessions  were  being  shot 
to  pieces,  which  greatly  was  the  case.  I  know  because  I  have  since 
been  at  Vlissingen  and  saw  what  had  been  rebuilt,  but  I  could  see  the 
damage  inflicted  on  the  roofs  and  walls  where  in  many  places  the  cannon 
balls  had  lodged  in  the  masonry  as  memorials  of  the  event. 

Thus  are  told  the  important  events  in  my  life  so  far  as  I  can  re¬ 
call:  those  that  I  have  hear>d,  seen,  and  experienced;  because  of  the 
daily  lesser  occurences  I  do  not  care  to  write.  If  any  are  interested 
in  them,  they  can  turn  to  the  newspapers.  Thus  far  I  have  told  you  cf 
the  occurences  before  my  marriage  and  want  to  lcave  it  at  that;  but  I 
want  to  tell  you  of  things  up  to  the  time  of  my  marriage,  now.  And 
what  does  Solomon' say  about  them  who  are  in  these  years?  "Youth  is 
vanity,"  and  that  truth  is  known  best  in  later  years.  Thus  it  was  on 
October  22,  1818  that  we  were  married,  and  what  occurred  from  that  time 
until  1835  was  concerned  only  with  the  cares  of  this  world  because  we 
were  both  greatly  concerned  about  how  we  were  going  to  get  through  this 
world;  but  how  to  get  out  of  it  weel  was  not  thought  about  very  much, 
because  "for  he  that  walketh  in  darkness  knoweth  not  whither  he  goeth." 
(John  12:35) . 

But  to  say  something  about  this . memorial,  X  have  already  told 

you  of  its  inception  and  its  progress,  but  I  do  not  know  its  foundation, 
since  Jesus  requests  in  the  Gospel  "Do  this  in  remembrance  of  Me."  I 
knew  what  this  meant  in  general,  but  I  could  never  see  the  right  objects 
until  it  pleased  the  Lord  to  open  that  sacred  chest  containing  this 
memorial  on  that  memorable  night;  because  memorials  are  usually  well 
preserved  and  securely  guarded  until,  yes,  sometimes  until  after  death; 
and  thus  it  is  also  with  this  memorial;  because  we  cannot  open  what  the 
Lord  has  closed,  although  I  cometimes  long  for  it;  but  it  pleased  the 
Lord  in  this  same  night  to  open  my  heart  and  to  make  me  see  into  that 
at  which  I  had  looked,  and  brought  me  to  consider  and  see  the  bitterness 
of  establishing  this  memorial;  and  how  I,  like  David,  have  wet  my 
pillow  with  tears  of  grief;  but  when  he  had  calmed  my  soul,  it  pleased 
the  Lord  to  comfort  me  and  to  let  me  see  the  gladness  He  had  provided 

for  me  through  this  memorial,  that  I  might  see  and  feel  that  memory 

which  transcends  all  understanding,  namely,  that  we  may  be  made  posi¬ 
tively  sure  that  we  shall  not  only  possess  that  memorial  until  death 

but  through  death  where  it  is  laid  away  for  all  who  love  Him,  a  thing 

the  Lord  sometimes  permits  his  children  to  see  and  feel,  which  th?y 
frequently  long  for;  because  a  memorial  we  frequently  long  to  see,  but 
if  it  sometimes  is  delayed  we  are  apt  to  become  doubtful,  and  through 
the  longing  are  inclined  to  ask  with  the  bride  whether  other  have  net 
seen  the  One  we  love,  and  then  continue  on  our  w ay  comfortless  until  He 
is  found.  Because  Solomon  says  that  love  should  not  be  awakened  until 
we  have  learned  to  love;  and  that  is  the  experience  of  all  those  who 
have  learned  to  love  His  love,  and  to  experience  and  taste  this  secret 
communion.  Because  that  is  the  longing  of  the  soul,  for  that  is  the 
proper  life,  and  in  it  exists,  at  least  in  part,  this  memorial.  But 
what  I  would  like  to  add  is  what  the  Lord  has  accomplished  for  us  with 
respect  to  this  memorial,  namely,  what  has  He  done  for  our  souls;  in 
this  knowledge  lies  great  riches  that  are  not  too  great  for  the  Lord  to 
grant  for  which  reason  I  shall  not  be  diffident  to  make  it  known,  be- 
cause  "These  tell  of  horses  and  these  of  wagons"  (Ps.  20:18),  but  letc‘ 
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us  tell  of  the  deeds  of  the  Lord,  while  some  of  them  may  seem  to  have^/ 
been  accidental. 

With  respect  to  the  conversion  of  my  wife,  that  it  pleased  the 
Lord  to  bring  her  out  of  darkness  into  the  light  on  the  anniversary  day 
of  her  natural  life,  and  that  by  means  of  difficult  struggle.  Yes,  one 
may  auestion,  is  that  clear?  But  on  one  day;  it  reauired  no  full  day. 

Do  not  be  surprised  at  this,  because  He  who  was  mighty  to  stop  Paul  on 
the  way  to  Damascus  is  still  the  Same;  this  appeared  on  the  evening  of 
that  day.  ■  It  was  the  3rd  of  January,  IS35,  when  her  struggle  came. 
Shortly  after  retiring,  she  asked  whether  I  was  asleep,  to  which  I 
answered  "No,"  and  asked  her  whether  anything  was  the  matter,  to  which 
she  replied  that  I  well  knew.  I  did  not  know.  Again  asking  her  what 
the  trouble  was,  she  answered  angrily,  telling  me  that  I  disdained  her 
because  I  had  not  congratulated  her  on  the  fact  of  her  birthday  while 
only  three  days  before  I  had  wishes  her  a  happy  new  year;  but  that  was 
not  the  real  problem,  as  it  soon  developed  that  the  evil  one  was  troubl¬ 
ing  her,  aiming  to  take  her  life  and  drag  her  to  destruction;  but  it 
pleased  the  Lord  otherwise,  because  she  was  one  of  his  children,  al¬ 
though  we  were  not  aware  of  that  fact.  We  had  until  this  time  only 
lived  to  get  through  the  world.  After  having  remained  quiet  for  a  time, 
and  believing  that  I  was  asleep,  she  tried  to  leave  the  bed  quietly.  I 
asked  her  what  she  was  about  to  do,  whereupon  she  said  she  wishes  to  be 
outside  a  bit,  and  I  said  I  would  accompany  her.  Oh,  wonderl  that  I 
might  experience  in  her  the  promise  of  the  Lord  made  in  Paradise,  that 
He  would  put  enmity  between  the  woman  and  Satan.  That  Eve  is  the  woman 
indicated  there  is  true,  but  I  applied  it  to  my  wife,  whom  he  meant 
to  destroy  at  this  time. 

At  times  she  became  more  calmed  and  I  understood  her  conflict  was 
with  the  Lord,  and  when  she  finally  had  surrendered  her  first  words 
were,  "Your  sins  are  pardoned,  which  were  many".  (Luke  7:47).  Then  she 
told  me  of  the  conflict  of  her  soul;  how  she’  had  intended  to  do  herself 
violence,  when  she  had  attempted  to  get  away,  against  which  I  had  guard¬ 
ed  her;  and  how  her  soul  was  gladdened,  which  cannot  be  expressed;  but 
-  this  gladness  was  tempered  with  fear,  so  that  in  this  same  night  she 
plead  with  me  to  not  tell  anyone,  which  I  did  not  at  first;  but  she 
revealed  herself,  as  James  says,  "Show  thy  faith  through  thy  works"; 
because  she  at  once  began  to  show  her  faith  through  both  her  words  and 
her  works,  so  that  the  neighbors  enquired  of  each  other,  "I  wonder 
what  has  overcome'  our  neighbor  lady?"  Because  she  was  accustomed  to  be 
in  the  lead;  and  she  had  told  me  that  because  she  feared  that  the 
occurence  might  not  have  been  genuine,  but  she  had  been  established, 
not  without  shortcomings  and  sin,  because  "we  all  stumble  in  many  things 
but  her  desire  was  great  and  the  promise  that  her  sins  had  been  forgiven 
was  sure,  and  she  has  continued  in  this  trust,  the  one  time  more  and 
the  other  time  less,  but  it  was  very  comforting:  "Although  one  should 
offer  to  give  all  the  goods  of  his  house,  he  would  at  once  despise  it". 
Thus  she  has  lived  in  faith  and  hopeful  desire  until  the  close  of  her 
days,  and  at  the  end  the  Lord  came  to  her  with  thi3  premise:  "For  this 
is  as  the  waters  of  Noah  unto  me:  for  as  I  have  sworn  “hat  the  waters 
of  Noah  should  no  more  go  over  the  earth;  so  have  I  sw^rn  that  I  would 
not  be  wroth  with  thee,  nor  rebuke  thee."  (Isa.  54:9).'  So  was  fulfilled 
unto  her  according  to  the  psalmist:  "At  the  approach  of  death,  He  will 
give  deliverance,"  and  this  was  true  also  of  the  body,  because  she 
suffered  much  in  her  final  illness,  and  she  entered  in:o  eternal  rest 
on  June  26,  1862,  at  the  age  of  66  years;  thus  we  had  been  married 
nearly  44  years,  from  1818  till  1847  in  the  Netherlands  and  from  1847 
till  1862  in  America. 

As  far  as  the  condition  and  circumstances  of  my  c  inversion  are 
concerned,  that  was  not  so  evident  at  the  beginning  as  that  of  my  wife, 
but  I  desire  to  tell  something  about  how  God  has  performed  His  promise 
given  in  Psalm  91  to  those  who  pray,  "Hear  my  cry,  0  God:  attend  unto 
my  prayer.  Prom  the  end  of  the  earth  will  I  cry  unto  '  hee  when  my 
heart  is  overwhelmed:  lead  me  to  the  rock  that  is  higher  than  I.  For 
thou  hast  been  a  shelter  for  me,  and  a  strong  tower  from  the  enemy", 
which  has  also  been  my  experience,  how  He  has  rescued  me  from  all  dan¬ 
ger  until  this  time,  in  both  body  and  soul,  which  dangers  have  been 
both  great  and  many;  and  how  he  will  continue  to  be  my  hope  and  shelter 
henceforth  during  the  brief  time  still  allotted  me  on  this  earth,  which 
cannot  be  for  very  long  as  measured  by  the  ordinary  span  of  human  life, 
since  I  am  already  81  years  of  age,  having  placed  my  heart  in  the  Lord's 
promises  until  the  end. 

The  great  reason  for  much  of  this  happening  to  me  was  that  my  old¬ 
est  son  was  called  to  the  service  of  his  country,  and  we  were  greatly 
concerned  about  him  as  to  both  body  and  soul,  until  we  found  what  the 
Lord  promised  in  Psalm  32:8:  "I  win  instruct  thee  and  teach  thee  in 
the  way  which  thou  shalt  go:  I  will  guide  thee  with  mine  eye".  I 
know  of  no  promise  that  has  given  me  more  strength  and  comfort  than 
this  one,  and  which  I  stil]  have,  "Tien  sometimes  I  am  placed  in  uncer¬ 
tain  and  troublesome  situations,  it  is  there  I  can  find  the  most  comfort 


4 

' 

V  ■ 

■ 

. 

■ 

' 


' 


*.  * 


. 


a 


but  I  do  not  always  find  It  there;  but  it 'is  my  great  comfort  that  the 
Lord  shall  establish  it  for  me,  because  His  promises  shall  never  fail, 
which  He  has  given  f  a  still  gives:  thbse  give  comfort  and  trust  to  the 
soul  of  those  who  are  given  this  experience:  he  who  has  experienced  it 
knows  it  to  be  true;  but  it  is  not  all  comfort,  because  the  Lord  says, 
■'If  they  break  my  statutes,  and  keep  not  my  commandments;  then  will  I 
visit  their  transgressions  with  the  rod,  and  their  iniquity  with 
stripes:"  and  that  is  a  common  experience,  because  there  are  usually 
reasons  enough  for  the  Lord's  rod;  but  He  does  not  in  the  measure  of 
our  iniquity,  because  who  then  could  stand.  (Psalm  89:31-33). 

And  how  the  Lord  has  led  me  out  on  the  way;  it  was  at  the  same 
time  that  my  wife  was  converted,  for  she  was  desirous  to  walk  in  that 
way;  that  seemed  to  be  her  life  and  longing  from  that  day;  and  so  it 
was  with  me;  because  we  intended  to  live  on  from  one  virtue  to  the 
next  virtue,  and  from  strength  to  strength;  but  that  was  much  beyong 
our  reach,  because  we  did  not  know  that  we  were  not  able  to  measure  up 
to  it;  but  the  will  and  the  desire  was  always  present,  but  that  did  not 
satisfy  us;  then  sometimes  it  pleased  the  Lord  to  permit  us  to  see  and 
realize  that  memorial,  so  that  we  might  again  rejoice,  because  the 
Lord  knows  our  needs  and  He  fulfills  them  in  exceeding  measure,  so  that 
they  become  drunk  with  love,  though  briefly. 

I  can  also  tell  of  my  further  experiences,  because  the  Lord  has 
been  nigh  to  me  these  last  five  or  six  years,  so  that  His  word  to  us  in 
Psalm  92:15  has  been  established:  "They  shall  bring  forth  fruit  in  old 
age;  they  shall  be  fat  and  flourishing."  One  might  say  that  is  stretch¬ 
ing  it  too  far,  but  it  is  the  truth,  because  He  comes  to  us  so  comfort¬ 
ingly  with  this  beautiful  promise  through  Isaiah,  "I  will  lay  thy  stones 
with  fair  colours":  (Isa.  54:11)  but  it  is  not  certain  that  we  shall 
always  enjoy  this  beauty,  because  before  this  I  had  been  much  concerned 
about  my  soul's  welfare,  but  this  promise  gave  me  courage  for  a  time, 
and  sometimes  I  auestioned  it:  because  the  promise  was  so  great,  yet 
He  remained  with  me,  since  I  had  heard  better  than  plainly  with  the 
ear;  although  it  is  a  long  time  past,  He  is  still  the  same,  because  the 
-  Lord  changeth  not. 

Still  the  Lord  leads  us  through  trials,  which  I  have  also  experien¬ 
ced,  because  it  happened  to  me  on  a  Sunday  while  I  was  in  the  Nether¬ 
lands,  that  in  the  afternoon  I  went  to  Nieuw  Doru  to  attend  church 
service,  and  the  minister  preached  on  the  "Seventh  Sunday"  in  a  manner 
so  that  he  divested  me  completely  so  that  I  did  not  know  where  to  find 
any  soul's  comfort,  and  I  had  lost  everything  on  which  I  had  tried  to 
base  my  salvation,  which  I  regretted  greatly;  but  the  Lord  gave  me 
relief  when  the  minister  read  the  closing  Psalm,  Ps  89:7,  these  words: 
"For  the  Lord  is  our  defense;  and  the  Holy  One  of  Israel  is  our  King." 
What  joy  and  comfort  I  experienced  from  this  I  am  unable  to  express, 
because  I  was  still  affected  by  it  when  I  arrived  at  my  home  one  and 
one-half  hours  distant.  In  this  manner  the  Lord  deals  with  His  child¬ 
ren,  always  giving  comfort  in  the  end:  this  has  been  my  experience 
many  times,  especially  when  I  was  sick  for  a  period  of  some  five  or  six 
years,  when  I  became  concerned  about  these  words  in  Holy  rrrit :  "There 
shall  be  two  men  in  one  bed,  the  one  shall  be  taken,  and  the  other  shall 
be  left"  (Luke  17:34);  how  that  disturbed  me  I  know  best,  because  I 
said  to  my  son  John,  "Then  I  shall  be  lost,  because  your  mother  has 
always  been  greatlv  ahead  of  me"  which  also  was  the  truth;  but  he  said 
that  it  was  not  intended  to  be  applied  so  personal;  but  to  be  assured 
of  that,  I  again  sought  the  Scriptures  where  I  found  to  my  joy  that 
there  were  other  examples  of  holy  men  and  women,  whom  I  discovered  to 
be  fallible  as  I;  and  that  the  Scriptures  are  infallible  and  sure; 
because  I  cannot  surrender  His  promises,  although  it  is  at  times  diffi¬ 
cult,  not  being  willing  to  exchange  it  for  all  the  world  has  to  offer, 
for  Solomon  says  that  "all  is  vanity."  It  then  pleased  the  Lord  to 
comfort  me  for  a  time,  for  I  had  been  doubtful  and  fearful  whether  my 
faith  was  sure;  because  it  is  no  small  thing,  when  we  may  sometimes  see 
and  sense  the  greatness  of  His  love  that  we  experience,  when  the  Lord 
condescends  to  open  that  which  no  one  can  close,  and  then  to  realize 
how  great  is  that  good  which  He  has  laid  in  store  for  us;  but  tha :  is 
no  daily  occurrence,  but  it  is  the  good  fortune  of  those  who  love  Him; 
but  the  Lord  knows  best  what  His  children  are  in  need  of. 

And  that  is  the  way  it  continued  until  one  morning  when  it  seemed 
as  if  some  one  said  to  me,  "The  Fortieth  Psalm".  Before  I  had  arisen 
from  my  bed;  but  I  investigated  at  once  and  found  there  much  comfort 
and  strength,  and  still  do  when  I  am  greatlv  troubled:  then  I  turn  to 
this  40th  Psalm,  from  which  I  often  receive  great  comfort  and  light,  as 
well  as  many  other  psalms,  such  as  Ps.  42,  and  91,  and  78,  and  119,  and 
in  Isa.  54,  because  when  we  find  something  there  that  we  have  experienc¬ 
ed  ourselves,  then  we  do  not  forget  it;  when  the  Lord  speaks  of  peace 
to  our  souls,  it  is  so  comforting  that  we  would  like  to  have  as  a  con¬ 
tinuing  experience;  but  we  constantly  experience  the  contrary  so  that 
most  of  the  time  we  are  compelled  to  search  for  it;  then  we  are  inclin¬ 
ed  to  enauire  of  others  whether  they  have  not  found  the  One  who  lovely 
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us;  and  then  we  must  continue  on  the  way  until  it  pleases  the  Lord  tou#.' 
again  reveal  Himself,  and  speak  peace  to  our  soul  and  thus  comfort  us, 
so  that  we  exclaim  (as  has  been  our  experience)  as  He  reveals  in  Psalm 
42  to  my  soul,  "Why  art  thou  cast  down,  0  my  soul?  and  why  are  thou 
disquieted  in  me?  hop9  in  God:  for  I  shall  yet  praise  Him  for  the  help 
of  His  countenance,"  because  He  knew  of  the  trust  and  love  of  my  soul 
for  Him  and  His  promise  given  in  Isaiah  54:11,  "I  will  lay  thy  stones 
with  fair  colors,  and  lay  thy  foundations  with  sapphires,"  because  this 
promise  to  me  was  the  same,  for  He  says,  "For  I  am  the  Lord,  I  change 
not;  therefore  ye  sons  of  Jacob  are  not  consumed"  (Mai.  3:6)  0  what  com¬ 
fort.  But  the  Holy  Spirit  must  grant  us  that  faith,  otherwise  we  cannot 
enjoy  this  comfort;  he  who  has  and  still  experiences  it  knows  it. 

And  now  there  is  something  more,  and  that  is  the  big  thing:  It  was 
as  if  the  Lord  said  to  me.  "Bejoice  not  so  greatly  over  the  things  that 
you  have  heen  privileged  to  experience.,  but  rejoice  more  over  the  fact 
that ’your  names  are  written  in  heaven’."  My  feelings  could  not  be  ex¬ 
pressed  of  when  I  realized  its  significance:  it  seemed  as  though  I 
should  be  taken  away:  that  was  experiencing  "peace  with  God... that  pass- 
eth  all  understanding."  and  experience  that  cannot  be  forgotten  until 
the  end  of  my  days.  But  it  seemed  as  if  the  Lord  said  to  me,  "This  may 
seem  too  great  for  you,  but  can  it  be  too  great  for  Me?"  Because  Jesus 
said  to  the  murderer  on  the  cross,  "Today  shalt  thou  ba  with  me  in 
paradise"  (Luke  23:43).  My  great  desire  is  that  this  might  be  the  ex¬ 
perience  of  a  large  number,  at  least  to  a  large  degree,  because  it  does 
not  exist  in  display  or  show,  but  in  uprightness  and  truth. 

Now  I  must  tell  you  of  an  experience  that  occurred  to  me  while  I 
was  reading  one  of  the  works  written  by  Brakel  where  he  discusses  this 
passage:  "The  Spirit  itself  beareth  witness  with  our  spirit,  that  we  are 
the  children  of  God."  (Homans  8:16).  It  seemed  to  me  as  though  the 
Spirit  witnessed  with  my  spirit  that  I  was  a  child  of  God.  It  may  not 
be  a  great  thing,  but  it  is  difficult  for  us  'to  keep  silence  when  we 
have  attained  some  material  good  fortune,  which  is  perishable,  how  much 
less,  then,  should  we  be  able  to  keep  silence  when  we  have  secured 
"treasure  in  heaven,  where  neither  moth  nor  rust  doth  corrupt,"  because 
that  is  the  security  which  Paul  tells  us  is  laid  away  for  us  in  heaven, 
of  which  we  may  at  times  receive  a  foretaste;  but  of  the  greatness  of 
this  promise  I  became  very  small  when  I  realized  what  the  Lord  had  done 
for  me;  but  I  cannot  always  see  this;  only  when  the  Lord  permits  me  to 
see  it;  as  it  happened  when  the  Lord  caused  me  to  realize  my  own  un¬ 
worthiness,  of  what  unworthy  forebears;  which  I  realized  while  reading 
the  second  verse  of  Psalm  2,  that  "The  Lord  looked  down  from  heaven  upon 
the  children  of  men  to  see  if  there  were  any  that  did  understand,  and 
seek  God.  They  are  all  gone  astray,  they  are  alltogether  become  filthy; 
there  is  none  that  doeth  good,  no,  not  one."  At  that  I  looked  in  won¬ 
derment,  how  that  the  Lord  had  looked  down  on  me,  in  which  He  could 
find  nothing  good  why  He  should  save  me  from  eternal  damnation  except 
His  eternal  love  through  which  He  has  loved  me,  and  I  might  then  ex¬ 
perience  what  it  means  to  be  saved  from  eternal  condemnation,  and  to  be 
brought  over  into  the  position  that  brought  peace  to  my  soul.  And  when 
the  Lord  is  pleased  to  thus  bring  peace  to  our  soul  and  to  permit  us  to 
taste  His  nearness,  and  when  we  may  then  see  the  crown  that  is  laid 
away  for  us  when  we  shall  have  reached  the  end  of  the  race,  then  our 
soul  sometimes  longs  for  the  time  when  we  shall  taste  that  in  the  full¬ 
ness  of  perfection;  then  is  the  soul  filled  with  gladness  as  though  it 
had  already  become  a  reality;  he  wh o  has  and  does  experience  this  is  my 
witness  of  how  pleasant  it  is  to  live  nigh  to  God;  and  how  shall  it  be 
when  we  shall  enjoy  this  joy  and  gladness  for  all  eternity?  For  which 
reason  we  frequently  say,  "It  is  good  for  us  to  be  near  God  (Ps.  73:28), 
because  when  we  have  experienced  this,  our  desire  is  ever  to  be  near 
Him. 

Now  I  must  still  tell  you  something  about  my  children  and  grand¬ 
children,  and  children  by  marriage,  which  is  the  greatest  reason  for 
writing  this  memorial,  and  especially  because  I  read  in  Deuteronomy  11, 
how  the  children  of  Israel  were  instructed  to  teach  their  children 
while  they  were  at  home,  while  they  were  in  the  way,  and  that  they  should 
place  it  upon  the  door-posts  of  their  homes,  so  that  they  should  not  for¬ 
get  and  thus  secure  the  blessing,  while  otherwise  they  are  threatened  by 
God's  displeasure,  so  that  they  might  be  spurred,  and  realize  their 
obligation  to  the  Lord  for  His  mercies  toward  their  mother  and  grand¬ 
mother,  of  which  I  have  written  herein  so  much  as  I  could  recollect  and 
of  which  some  of  our  children  have  knowledge;  this  the  reason  why  the 
Lord  calls  this  to  our  attention,  so  that  we  should  not  forget  it;  be¬ 
cause  that  which  the  Lord  instructs  the  children  of  Israel,  He  likewise 
instructs  us;  and  the  way  the  Lord  has  dealt  with  our  children  is  a 
thing  of  which  I  must  tell  you,  of  how  they  have  always  been  obedient 
children,  although  not  without  sin  or  shortcoming,  because  a  child  acts 
as  a  child,  and  so  the  Lord  has  always  kept  a  watchful  eye  over  them, 
because  He  had  led  them  into  the  way  of  life  in  their  youthful  years, 
and  I  am  confident  that  they  are  still  going  in  the  way  of  life;  and  one 
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whom  the  Lord  has  taken  shortly  after  we  came  to  America,  at  the  age  of 
22  years,  who,  to  our  comfort,  has  gone  in  the  full  assurance  of  faith, 

as  was  witnessed  when  her  mother,  a  short  time  before  her  death,  asked 

of  her,  "Johanna,  when  mother  comes  to  heaven  is  she  going  to  find  you 
there?"  to  which  she  answered,  "Yes,  mother,  of  that  you  may  be  fully 
assured,"  and  in  that  faith  she  died. 

Then  we  had  five  remaining  children  living,  three  sons  and  two 
daughters.  With  two  of  these  the  Lord  had  led  in  different  ways,  one 
of  the  boys  and  one  of  the  girls.  It  happened  one  time  when  the  daught¬ 
er  had  retired  only  a  few  minutes  before,  that  she  became  afraid  and 

came  from  her  bed  trembling  because  the  enemy  was  threatening  her, 
causing  her  to  flee  between  her  mother  and  me,  for  we  had  not  yet  re¬ 
tired,  and  crying  from  fear,  and  stooping  forward,  since  she  dared  not 
raise  herself,  because,  she  feared,  the  Evil  One  had  put  a  chain  about 
her  throat  which  he  was  pulling  tighter  and  tighter,  and  she  finally 
gasped,  "But  mother,  don’t  you  see  him  sitting  there?"  Meanwhile  she 
shrank  and  cried  from  fear,  for  she  thought  that  finally  he  would  pull  . 
the  chain  so  tight  that  she  would  have  become  his  victim,  and  finally 
believed  herself  to  have  become  a  martyr.  Immediately  she  raised  her¬ 
self  and  what  joy  expressed  for  the  deliverance  from  the  clutches  of 
datan;  and  when  she  had  arrived  at  a  measure  of  composure  she  returned 
to  her  bed  in  peace;  but  that  was  an  experience  never  to  be  forgotten. 

But  with  our  son  it  was  a  little  different,  because  he  had  a  con¬ 
flict  of  the  mind  and  heart  through  which  he  was  threatened;  because 
he  also  came  from  his  bed  In  fear  and  anguish,  when  he  told  us  about 
his  experiences  and  what  would  be  the  fate  of  those  who  should  have  to 
leave  the  world  as  they  had  lived;  and  we  had  neighbors  nearby  who 
heard  that  there  was  something  amiss,  who  came  to  see  what  the  matter 
was;  but  they  had  hardly  entered  before  he  began  to  pronounce  the  woes 
of  the  sinners  upon  them,  which  they  should  expect  who  had  to  leave 
this  world  without  having  a  personal  savior;-  but  that  was  not  sown 
among  the  thorns,  but  in  good  earth,  and  so  he  had  lived  on  into  a 
blessed  assurance,  with  the  other  children  there  was  not  such  definite 
-  evidence,  but  that  does  not  matter,  while  the  conversion  is  sincere  and 
in  truth,  then  there  Is  no  cause  for  fear  or  uncertainty,  because  all 
troublesome  heaviness  is  not  godliness;  in  this,  all  have  been  instruct¬ 
ed  from  their  earliest  youth,  and  they  have  always  been  eager  for  God 
and  His  service,  and  they  still  are.  Other  instances  might  be  related 
but  that  is  not  necessary. 

Now  I  can  close  this  memorial;  but  I'  have  a  little  hesitation 
about  it,  and  that  is  to  call  to  remembrance  of  myself  and  of  my  child¬ 
ren,  who  the  Lord  has  granted  me  and  my  children  in  material  blessings, 
because  He  has  given  us  enough  and  to  spare,  so  that  we  have  never  been 
compelled  to  eat  the  bread  of  scarcity,  since  three  of  them  are  farmers 
whom  the  Lord  has  richly  blessed,  one  is  a  shareholder  in  the  local 
flouring  mills,  and  the  fifth  has  a  furniture  store;  thus  each  has 
something  worth  while.  For  this  we  should  be  very  thankful,  because 
what  have  we  that  we  have  not  received?  And  in  so  far  as  the  Lord  has 
blessed  my  children  In  this  w ay  so  He  has  blessed  me  also,  because  they 
frequently  prove  this  by  giving  me  tokens  of  appreciation  for  which  I 
thank  the  Lord,  mercies  which  I  still  constantly  enjoy;  because  I 
sometimes  see  fellow  citizens  who  are  less  fortunate,  for  some  of  them 
still  having  fathers  and  mothers  neglect  them,  either  for  want  of  res¬ 
pect  or  stinginess;  for  these  there  is  not  much  praise  due  according 
to  the  word  of  God.  But  when  it  is  brought  to  my  attention  how  much 
good  the  Lord  has  brought  to  my  family,  and  still  doer ,  then  I  cannot 
any  end  for  gratitude,  and  I  must  declare  with  David:  "For  his  mercy 
endureth  for  ever."  (Psalm  136).  And  although  I  somet Ime  am  depressed 
concerning  the  eternal  state  of  my  children,  still  am  I  privileged  to 
get  comfort  from  Isaiah  54:  "And  all  thy  children  shall  be  taught  of 
the  Lord;  and  great  shall  be  the  peace  of  thy  childrer."  (Isa.  54:13). 

Now  then,  children,  grandchildren,  and  other  relstives  who  have  be¬ 
gun  to  walk  In  the  paths  of  life,  remember  ’ghgt  the  Lord  has  promised, 
that  the  peace  of  your  children  shall  increase;  but  we  must  not  deceive 
-  ourselves  to  believe  that  we  shall  experience  that  peace  from  day  to 
day;  experience  teaches  us  differently;  that  is  frequently  absent, 
for  the  periods  of  perfect  peace  shall  be  brief  hours;  but  the  Lord 
knows  our  needs,  for  each  individual;  but  that  fails  to  satisfy  our 
longings;  but  let  us  notice  that  He  says  that  our  peace  shall  be  great, 
and  that  He  does  not  say  that  it  always  is:  we  may  here  taste  His  grace 
but  the  fullness  of  it  shall  be  experienced  only  after  we  have  passed 
through  the  valley  of  death  and  have  entered  to  enjoy  that  peace  and 
joy  at  God’s  right  hand,  always,  eternally. 

And  now  I  shall  close  by  recalling  the  second  verse  of  Psalm  103 
(in  Dutch)  which  greatly  expresses  all  that  the  Lord  has  privileged 
me  to  experience: 
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"Looft  Hem,  die  u,  al  wat  gij  hebt  misdreven, 
Hoe  veel  het  zij  genadig  will  verceven. 

Uw  Frankheen  kent  en  liefderijk  geneest; 

Die  van  '  t  verderf  uw  leven  wil  verschoonen, 
Met  goedheid  en  barmhartigheen  u  kroonen; 

Die  in  den  nood  uw  redder  is  geweest." 


CHRISTIAAN  MARINTJS  DEN  HERDER. 


"0  my  soul,  bless  thou  Jehovah, 

All  that  within  me  bless  His  Name; 
Bless  Jehovah  and  forget  not 
All  His  mercies  to  proclaim. 

He  forgives  all  thy  transgressions, 
Heals  thy  sicknesses  and  pains; 

He  redeems  thee  from  destruction 
And  His  love  thy  life  sustains." 


10/3/51  Copies  by  Florence  Nieuwenhuis 

from  copy  borrowed  from 

Edward  Den  Herder  of  Zeeland,  Mich. 

The  above  English  Psalm  is  not  a 
literal  translation,  but  does 
give  those  who  do  not  understand 
Holland  an  idea  of  what  is  contained 
in  Psalm  103  v  2 
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FAMILY  REGISTER 


1884872 


Father--  Born  Died 


Christiaan  Marinus  Den  Herder. . . . 

.Jan.  31, 

1796 

May  7,  1883 

Borsele , 

Neth. 

Zeeland,  Mich. 

Mother-- 

Cornelia  De  Jonge-Den  Herder . 

.Jan.  3 , 

1794 

June  26,  1862 

Borsele , 

Neth. 

Zeeland,  Mich. 

Married  October  22, 

1818 

Children-- 

Jan  Den  Herder . 

.Nov.  9, 

1821 

Nov.  3,  1901 

Pietertje  Moes-Den  Herder 

Borsele , 

Neth. 

Zeeland,  Mich. 
Zeeland,  Mich. 

Marinus  Den  Herder . 

.August  26,  1823 

June  4,  1879 

Borsele , 

Neth. 

Vriesland,  Mich 
1902 

Frederika  Johanna  Sprik-Den  Herder 

Vriesland,  Mich, 
1902 

Johanna  Den  Herder.. . 

.April  12 

,  1825 

Nov.  5,  1847 

Borsele, 

Neth. 

Zeeland,  Mich. 

Jannetje  Den  Herder-De  Jonge.. 

.Dec.  14, 

1826 

Feb.  21,  1899 

Borsele, 

Neth. 

Zeeland,  Mich. 

Jan  De  Jonge . 

Zeeland,  Mich. 

Neeltje  Den  Herder-Roosenraad . 

.July  31, 

1828 

March  28,  1911 

, 

Borsele , 

Neth. 

Zeeland,  Mich. 

Adriaan  Roosenraad . . 

Zeeland,  Mich, 

Jacob  Den  Herder . 

.Jan.  11, 

1834 

'  Dec.  12,  1916 

Borsele , 

Neth. 

Zeeland,  Mich. 

Adriana  Klaasen . 

Zeeland,  Mich. 

(These  dates  come  from  the  family  Bible  in  the  possession  of  Mrs. 
F.  Klumper  of  Zeeland,  a  granddaughter  of  Neeltje  Den  Herder- 
Roosenraad,  and  are  a  little  different  from  those  listed  in  the 
record  of  E.  Den  Herder  of  Zeeland,  Mich.) 

F.N. 


DEN  HERDER  FAMILY  HISTORY 

Marinus  Den  Herder  was  born  in  Zeeland,  The  Netherlands  In  1824. 

He  came  to  the  United  States  soon  after  Van  Raalte's  party  in  1346  or 
1847,  with  his  parents  and  brothers  John  and  Jacob,  and  his  sisters 
Neeltje  and  Janitja.  His  sister  Johanna  died  while  coming  over  on  the 
boat.  The  Den  Herders  settled  in  what  i3  now  Zeeland. 

Frederica  Johanna  Sprik  was  born  In  Zutphen,  The  Netherlands  in 
•1834.  When  she  was  12  years  old,  she,  together  with  her  parents, 
brothers,  Evert,  Harem,  Garet  Jon  and  Hendrik  and  sisters  Frederika, 
Hendrika  and  Jansa  came  to  America  in  a  Sail  Boat.  While  crossing  the 
ocean,  a  mast  broke  and  finally  after  68  days  on  the  ocean  they  arrived 
In  America.  The  Sprik  family  settled  in  what  is  now  Vriesland. 

Frederica  Johanna  Sprik  and  Marinus  Den  Herder  were  married 
September  5,  1852  by  Rev..  Ypma  in  Vriesland.  They  settled  on  what  is 
now  the  Vande  Kolk  farm,  neaf  Vriesland,  and  lived  there  the  rest  of 
their  lives. 

To  this  union  there  was  born  eleven  children  who  grew  to  maturity. 
Their  names,  according  to  the  old  family  Bible  (which,  by  the  way  is  an 


English  Bible)  are:  Christian,  born  June  18,  1854;  Geertruda,  born 
September  27,  1855;  Cornells  Jan,  born  April  7,  1858;  Jannetje,  born 
May  9,  1860;  Johannis,  born  September  3,  1862;  Cornelia,  born  September 
15,  1864;  Jan  Harmen,  born  September  15,  1866;  Neeltje,  born  September 
28,  1868;  Henderica,  born  October  20,  1870  and  Marinus  Jacob,  born 
August  15,  1874. 

Marinus  Den  Herder  died  June  4,  1879.  Three  or  four  years  later 
Frederica  Johanna  Den  Herder  was  married  to  Albert  Stegink,  who  was  born 
in  1830.  They  lived  on  the  same  farm  in  Vriesland.  Frederica  Johanna 
died  in  1902  at  the  age  of  68.  Albert  Stegink  died  in  1920. 

~  £  i  (-ruT 

I.  CHRISTIAN  Den  Herder  married  Alice  Dalman.  They  had  seven 
children,  who  are:  Marinus,  Johanna,  Robert,  Frances , ^Albert ,  Chester 
and  Ruby.  cs _ 

Marinus  married  Jeanette  Van  DeVries.  They  had  one  son  -  Clarence 
who  is  married  to  Ethel  Peterson.  Marinus’  wife  died  about  1908. 

Later  he  married  Mae  Vink.  They  have  one  daughter,  Marian,  who  married 
Laurence  DeCook.  They  have  one  son,  Dennis. 

Johanna  was  married  to  Lambert  Boeskol.  They  had  one  son,  Richard. 
Later  Johanna  married  Hugh  Hoag,  who  died  in  1935.  They  had  two 
daughters.  Pearl  and  Alice.  Pearl  is  married  to  Chester  Ratering  and 
they  have  four  children,  Joan,  Robert,  James  and  Maryanne.  Alice 
married  Chester  Milhaupt  and  they  have  three  daughters,  Judy,  Marcia 
and  Linda. 

Robert  died  in  1914. 


Frances  married  Claude  Fowler.  They  have  five  children,  who  are: 
Ada,  Chester,  Robert,  Warren  and  Joyce.  Ada' is  married  to  Joseph 
Ostrander.  They  have  three  children  --  Doris  who  married  John  Wester- 
hausen.  They  have  three  children  --  Janice,  Sandra  and  Linda.  Elsie 
-Mae  is  married  to  Richard  Chrzan  —  they  have  two  children,  Danny 
and  Debra.  Frances  married  Hugh  Beezley.  They  have  one  daughter  Dawn. 
(2)  Chester  is  married  to  Arlene  Lardie.  They  have  one  daughter 
Dorothy  and  one  son  Darrell.  (3)  Robert  married  Joyce  WItcop.  They 
have  one  son,  Dennis  and  one  daughter,  Deborah.  (4)  Warren  married 
Verna  Protz.  They  have  one  son  Larry.  (5)  Joyce  married  Charles 
Hatcher.  r 
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is  Albert  died  in  1911. 


Chester  married  Nell  Appel.  They  have  two  daughters,  Elinor  and 
Ruth.  Elinor  married  Bruce  Muir  and  they  have  three  children,  Nancy, 
Mary  Leigh  and  Bruce  Jr.  Ruth  married  Frank  Kauserman,  They  have  one 
son  Jeffrey. 

Ruby  died  when  a  year  and  a  half  old. 

Christian  Den  Herder  died  in  1929  and  Alice  Dalmaa  Den  Herder  In 

1928. 


II.  GERTRUDE  Den  Herder  was  married  to  Jacob  A.  VanZoeren.  They 
had  four  children:  Arie  Jr.,  Marinus,  Edward  and  Frances. 

Arie  Jr.  died  in  1881  when  three  years  old. 

Marinus  married  Grace  Duiven.  They  had  three  chi  .dren  Gertrude, 
James  and  Lois.  Marinus  died  in  1930.  (1)  Gertrude  m  irried  Russell 

Mulder.  They  had  two  daughters  Sydne  Jane  and  Doraldine.  Svdne  Jane 
Mulder  married  Raymond  G.  r'eis.  They  have  one  daughter  Gretchen  Elaine 
Weis.  (2)  James  married  Thelma  Minkler.  They  have  one  son  James  Dick. 
(3)  Lois  married  John  Vander  Ploeg. 

Edward  married  Gertrude  Van  Dam.  They  have  one  daughter  Kathryn. 

Frances  married  Henry  J.  Pyle,  M.D.  They  have  two  daughters, 

Betty  and  Frances.  (1)  Betty  married  R.  Lynwood  Baldwin.  They  have 
four  children,  Mary  Frances,  Barbara  Pyle,  R.  Lynwood  III  and  Betty 
Ann.  (2)  Frances  married  James  Mead  Idema.  They  have  two  children 
James  Mead  Jr.  and  Marion.  Henry  Pyle  died  in  1951. 

Gertrude  Den  Herder  Van  Zoeren  died  in  1929  and  Jacob  A.  Van 
Zoeren  in  1930. 

III.  CORNELIUS  Den  Herder  married  Geesji  Freriks.  They  had  three 

children,  Alice,  Marinus  and  Rekie.  1 


' 


. 


. 


■ 


■ 


Alice  married  John  Meengs,  who  died  in  1934.  They  had  five  child¬ 
ren,  Nelson,  Grace,  Gladys,  Chester  and  Lorenzo.  Nelson  married  Helen 
Morris  Brown.  They  had  two  children  Rosalind  Alice  and  Nelson  Richard 
who  died  at  age  of  bk  in  an  accident.  Chester  married  Gertrude  Kolle- 
man.  They  have  three  children  Marcia  Ann,  John  Paul  and  Alice  Lynne. 
Lorenzo  married  Daisy  Schilstra.  They  have  three  childre,  Loren, 
Wallace,  Allen  Gay  and  Sharon  D. 

Rekie  married  J.  T.  Van  Haitsma,  She  died  one  week  after  her 
marriage  in  1903. 

Marinus  married  Fanny  Ter  Haar,  who  died  in  1915.  They  had  one 
daughter  Grace  who  married  La  Verne  Balman.  They  have  a  son  Ronald 
and  a  daughter  Mary  Ellen.  Later  Marinus  married  Reka  De  Winter  who 
had  a  daughter  Harriet.  She  married  Emerson  Bouwens.  They  have  a  son 
Dennis  and  a  daughter  Barbara. 

Cornelius  died  in  1936  and  Geesji  in  1919. 

IV.  JANE  Den  Herder  married  Matthew  Witvliet.  They  have  three 

daughters,  Emma.  Anna  and  Gertrude.  (1)  Emma  married  Govert  Den  Hol¬ 
lander  who  had  twin  sons,  Clarence  and  Lawrence.  Clarence  married 
Marguerite  Dise  and  they  have  a  daughter  Darlene.  Lawrence  is  married 
to  Alice  Green.  (2)  Anna  died  in  1944.  (3)  Gertrude  married 

Edward  0.  Smith  who  died  in  1920.  ^hev  had  a  daughter  Ruth,  who  is 
married  to  Vernon  Hertz.  Gertrude  later  married  Wallace  Kuite. 

V.  JOHANNES  was  married  to  Dora  Van  Zoeren,  who  died  in  1900. 

They  had  three  children,  Marinus,  Henrietta  and  George.  (1)  Marinus 
married  Elizabeth  Roseboom.  They  had  two  children,  John  and  Maxine. 
Maxine  married  Richard  Diefendorf.  They  have  two  sons,  David  and 
Robert  Lawrence.  (2)  Henrietta  married  Michael  Duyser  who  died  June 
26,  1945.  (3)  George  married  Zeta  Giepert.  They  have  two  children 

Rodney  and  Gloria.  Rodney  married  Margaret  Neuman  and  they  have  three 
children,  Margaret,  Victoria  Elizabeth  and  Mary  Beth.  Later  Johannes 
married  Jennie  Kroodsma  who  had  a  son  Raymond.  They  had  two  children  ~ 
Evelyh  who  died  in  1914  and  Stanley  who  is  married  to  Mildred -Hendricks . 
Raymond’s  wife's  name  is  Grace.  They  have  a  son  Raymond.  Jennie  died 
in  1928.  Later  Johannes  married  Abbie  TeBals.  Johannes  died  in  1937. 
Abbie  died  in  April  15,  1944. 

VI.  CORNELIA,  who  was  called  Kate,  married  Peter  Zeldenrust. 

They  had  two  children,  Claude  who  died  in  1928  and  Johanna  who  married 
Fred  Carter.  They  had  three  children,  Fred,  Richard  and  Gertrude. 

Cornelia  died  in  1901.  Fred  Carter  died  about  1924. 

VII.  JOHN  H.  Den  Herder  married  Anna  TerAvest.  They  have  five 
children,  Julia,  Marvin,  Dorothy,  Frederick  and  James.  (1)  Julia  is 
married  to  Harold  Sywassink.  They  have  two  sons,  George  and  Donald. 
George  married  Nancy  Woodard  and  have  a  son  Craig  Stbven.  (2)  Marvin 
married  Alice  Troost.  Thev  have  three  children,  Ruth,  Marvin  Jr.  and 
Dorothy.  Ruth  married  George  Menken  and  they  have  three  children, 

Mary  Lynn,  George  and  Michael.  Marvin  Jr.  married  Marian  Phalen. 

Dorothy  married  George  Heneveld  and  they  have  three  children,  George 
Jr.,  Ellen  Jane  and  Craig.  (3)  Dorothy,  who  married  Edward  C.  Roberts, 
had  five  children,  Doris  who  died  in  1929,  Edward,  James  and  Kenneth 
and  Jane.  Edward  Jr.  married  Patricia  Haskin.  They  have  two  daughters 
Nancy  Ann  and  Barbara  J e an i-  r-nx* 

Jamds  married  Norma  Campbell.  They  have  two  sons,  3illy  and  Jimmie. 

(4)  Frederick  married  Dorothy  Wright.  They  have  a  son  Jon  and  a 
daughter  Elizabeth  Ann.  (5)  James  married  Ruby  Dass.  They  have  two 
daughters,  Ann  and  Martha. 

John  Den  Herder  died  March  28,  1946.  Johanna  died  Feb.  25,  1943. 

VIII.  NELLIE  married  Gilbert  Vogel,  who  died  in  1900.  They  nad 
two  daughters  Frances  and  Dora.  Frances  married  Donald  Ellis  who  died. 
Later  Nellie  married  Willi am  Koning  who  died  in  1933. 

IX.  Hendricka,  called  Reka,  married  Thomas  A.  Rynbrandt.  They 
had  six  children,  Della,  Abraham,  Marinus,  Franklin,  Ruth  and  Eleanor. 
(1)  Della  married  Henry  Bowman.  They  have  two  children,  Theadore  and 
Arlene.  Theodore  married  Margaret  pittenger  and  they  have  two  children 
Anne  and  William  Rynbrandt.  Arlene  married  Robert  Bolt.  They  have 
four  children,  Thomas,  Richard,  Patricia  and  Michael.  (2)  Abraham, 

who  married  Anetta  Karsten.  They  have  four  children,  Jereen,  Anita 
June,  Thurman  and  Reda  Anne.  Jereen  married  Wayne  Folkerts  and  have 
three  children,  Ruth,  Rose  and  JanEllen.  Anita  married  Kenneth  ( 3> 
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Van  Wyck.  (3)  Marinus  married  Gertrude  Nyenhuis.  They  have  a  son 
Thurston,  who  married  Julia  Geblen.  They  have  a  daughter  Mary  Ellen 
and  twins  Carol  and  Nancy.  (4)  Franklin  married  Henrietta  Hondorp  and 
they  have  two  boys  Jay  Dean  and  Daniel  Lee.  (5)  Ruth  married  Stanley 
Richardson  and  has  two  children,  Glen  Allen  and  Dari  Kenneth.  (6) 
Eleanor  married  Jerold  Kleinheksel  and  have  two  children.  Belle  Rose 
and  Lee  Hudson. 

X.  Johanna  married  Martin  Leetsma.  They  have  four  children, 
Richard,  Marion,  Irene  and  Florence.  (1)  Richard  has  a  son  Robert  and 
a  daughter  Irene  who  married  Joe  Pecora.  They  have  one  daughter 
Jeanne.  (2)  Marion  married  Ruth  Cunningham.  They  have,  two  girls, 
Virginia  and  Marilyn  Joan.  Virginia  is  married  to  Karl  Buttonmiller . 
They  have  two  girls,  Cynthia  Ivy  and  Linda  Anne.  (3)  Irene  married 
Bernard  Bomers.  They  have  two  sons  Marlowe  and  Harry.  (4)  Florence 
is  married  to  Menzo  Nieuwenhuis.  They  have  a  son  Bruce. 

XI.  Marinus  died  when  27. 


Prepared  by  Florence  Leestma  Nieuwenhuis  —  June  30,  1937 
Additions  to  date  —  June  23,  1954  --  by  Mrs.  Chester  Fowler. 


MRS.  L.  J.  OSTRANDER 
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